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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lehn, Steffen et al. (EP 1111745 A1). 




The examiner interpreted the claim with the first configuration of the circuit 
only, since the second configuration of the circuit is optional. 
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Regarding claim 1, Lehn on Figure 1 discloses a method for controlling of 
a supply voltage (see Figure 1, Character Vcc) of a light source (see Figure. 1, 
Character L), the light source being arranged in one of a first circuit configuration 
having an associated first reference voltage level, and a second circuit 
configuration having an associated second reference voltage level the method 
comprising the steps of: gradually changing the supply voltage (see Figure 1, 
Character Vcc, see Figures 7-10, Paragraph [0011, Column 5, Lines 44 - 55, 
Column 8, Lines 6-14]) into the direction of the first reference voltage level (see 
Figure. 1, Character TR, the reference call "driver", Paragraph [0003]); 
measuring a light emission of the light source (see Figure. 1, Character L) while 
gradually changing the supply voltage (see Figure 1, Character Vcc Paragraph 
[0011]) into the direction on the first reference voltage level Paragraph [0003, 
0008 - 0009 and 0011]), if no light emission is measured: during the measuring 
step, determining that the light source (see Figure 1, Character L) is arranged in 
the first circuit configuration and controlling the supply voltage after the first 
reference voltage level has been reached (When there is no voltage, the laser 
does not work, therefore is inherent that the light source (see Figure 1 , Character 
L) is arranged in the first circuit configuration and controlling the supply voltage 
after the first reference voltage level has been reached) and if a light emission is 
measured during the measuring step, determining that the light source is 
arranged in the second circuit configuration and gradually changing the supply 
voltage into the a direction of the second reference voltage level and 
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controlling the supply voltage after the second reference voltage level has been 
reached (see Figures 1, 2, 7 - 10, Paragraph [0011, Column 5, Line 44 to 
Column 8 Line 48, When there is voltage, the laser begins to work, therefore that 
the light source is arranged in the second circuit configuration and gradually 
changing the supply voltage into the a direction of the second reference voltage 
level and controlling the supply voltage after the second reference voltage level 
has been reached). 

Regarding claims 2 and 6, Lehn on Figure 1 discloses a the first circuit 
configuration includes an PNP type circuit configuration (see Figure. 1, Character 
TR, the reference call "driver"). 

Regarding claims 3 and 7 Lehn on Figure 1 discloses a measured by 
means of a photodiode (see Figure. 1, Characters PD1 and PD2) and wherein 
the light source comprises a laser diode (see Figure 1, Character L). 

Regarding claim 5, Lehn on Figure 1 discloses an electronic circuit for 
controlling a supply voltage (see Figure 1, Character Vcc) of a light source, the 
light source (see Figure 1, Character L) being arranged in one of a first circuit 
configuration having an associated first reference voltage level, the electronic 
circuit comprising: means (see Figure. 1, Character TR, the reference call 
"driver") for gradually changing the supply voltage (see Figure 1 , Character Vcc, 
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see Figures 7-10, Paragraph [0011, Column 5, Lines 44 - 55, Column 8, Lines 
6 - 14]), into a direction of the first reference voltage level a direction of the first 
reference voltage (see Figure. 1, Character REF1) (Paragraphs [0003 0008 - 
0009 and 0011]), means (see Figure. 1, Characters Pd1 and PD2, the reference 
call "photodetectors") for detecting light emission of the light source (see Figure. 
1, Character L) while the supply voltage (see Figure 1, Character Vcc) is 
gradually changed into the direction of the first reference voltage level (abstract, 
Paragraphs [0002, 0005, 0008 and 0011]) and means for determining that the 
light source (see Figure 1, Character L) is arranged in the first circuit 
configuration (see Figure. 1, Character TR, the reference call "driver") if no light 
emission of the light source (see Figure 1, Character L) is detected while the 
supply voltage (see Figure 1, Character Vcc) is gradually changed into the 
direction of the first reference voltage level (see Figure. 1, Character TR, the 
reference call "driver") and (abstract, Paragraphs [0002, 0005, 0008 and 0011] 
When there is no voltage, the laser does not work, therefore is inherent that the 
light source is arranged in the first circuit configuration and controlling the supply 
voltage after the first reference voltage level has been reached), and determining 
that the light source is arranged in the second circuit configuration and gradually 
changing the supply voltage into the a direction of the second reference voltage 
level and controlling the supply voltage after the second reference voltage level 
(see Figures 1, 2, 7 - 10, Paragraph [0011, Column 5, Line 44 to Column 8 Line 
48, When there is voltage, the laser begins to work, therefore that the light 
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source is arranged in the second circuit configuration and gradually changing the 
supply voltage into the direction of the second reference voltage level and 
controlling the supply voltage after the second reference voltage level). 

Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 2 and 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 
9 and 18 recites a method and apparatus for operating an optical device, 
structure including the specific structure limitation of a second circuit 
configuration different from the first circuit configuration if the light emission of the 
light source is detected while the supply voltage is gradually changed into the 
direction of the reference voltage level, which is neither anticipated or disclosed 
nor suggested in any piece of available prior art, which is neither anticipated nor 
obvious over the prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claim 
18 recites a method for automatically adapting a circuit to a light source structure 
including the specific structure limitation of performing an active off phase with a 
first safety circuit and two current sources; performing with a second safety circuit 
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a start up phase for checking whether the active off phase to control said light 
source in an off state has been performed, switching off the current source and 
for providing an enable signal if said light source being in an off state or a 
switching on of the light source is requested and said light source being in an off 
state and wherein said enable signal connects the output of the comparator to 
the output of the circuit connected with said light source; and performing a control 
operation of the light source with said comparator by comparing a signal provided 
by said photo detector with a reference signal connected to said comparator, 
which is neither anticipated or disclosed nor suggested in any piece of available 
prior art, which is neither anticipated nor obvious over the prior art of record. 



Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments filed 10/13/2008 have been fully considered, but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant argues the prior art lack on page 7 - 8, the 
applicant said; "Lehr fails to disclose or suggest all elements of the claimed 
invention. In particular, Lehr discloses a circuit for automatically adapting to the 
polarity of a photo detector. However, Lehr fails to disclose or suggest, inter alia, 
the ability to determine the particular circuit configuration of a light source, as 
claimed. The examiner disagrees with the applicant's argument, since the prior 
art does teach or suggest the particular circuit configuration of a light source, as 
claimed. The first circuit configuration and controlling the supply voltage after the 
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first reference voltage level has been reached (When there is no voltage, the 
laser does not work, therefore is inherent that the light source (see Figure 1, 
Character L) is arranged in the first circuit configuration and controlling the supply 
voltage after the first reference voltage level has been reached) and if a light 
emission is measured during the measuring step, determining that the light 
source is arranged in the second circuit configuration and gradually changing the 
supply voltage into the a direction of the second reference voltage level and 
controlling the supply voltage after the second reference voltage level has been 
reached (see Figures 1, 2, 7 - 10, Paragraph [0011, Column 5, Line 44 to 
Column 8 Line 48, When there is voltage, the laser begins to work, therefore that 
the light source is arranged in the second circuit configuration and gradually 
changing the supply voltage into the a direction of the second reference voltage 
level and controlling the supply voltage after the second reference voltage level 
has been reached as stated in the rejection above. 

Applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1.111(c) because they 
do not clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims 
present in view of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the 
objections made. Further, they do not show how the amendments avoid such 
references or objections. 

Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1.111(b) because they 
amount to a general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention 
without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably 
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distinguishes them from the references. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Delma R. Forde whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1940. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Min Sun Harvey can be reached on (571) -272-1835. The 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Delma R. Forde/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2828 
January 26, 2009 

/Minsun Harvey/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2828 



